
 

 

 

February 22, 2025 

Meeting 
Members of the St Nicholas with Bonvilston Community Council are summoned to 
attend a meeting of the council. Those attending may do so remotely (link on our 
website) or by being physically present at the Field Study Centre, Amelia Trust Farm 
on Thursday 27th February 2025 at 7pm. Members of the public are welcome, and 
encouraged to attend, and will have opportunity to address the council. 

The meeting will be held in accordance with the Local Government and Elections 
(Wales) Act 2021. The Act makes permanent provision for remote meetings  
(multi-location) and electronic publication of documents. The meeting will be 
recorded to ensure the accuracy of the Minutes. 

Cllr Ian Perry - Chair 
 

Agenda 
1. Chair’s welcome and introduction 
2. To accept apologies for absence  
3. To receive declarations of interest  
4. To approve Minutes 

a. Meeting of February 11 

5. Feedback from Warm-up with a Cuppa – Baffle Haus 
6. Clerks’ activity report and updates on Community Council projects 

a. Planting of living bollards 
b. Warm Up with a Cuppa – March 12 
c. VE Day 80 – Thursday, May 8 – Piper booked for 6pm.  Fish & chips to follow.  

Band required. 
d. Walk and afternoon tea on the Village Green – Bonvilston.  June 1.  Music from 

Barry Brass 
e. Walk and afternoon tea on the Village Green – St Nicholas.  Proposed June 29.  

Music from the Bayside Boogiemen 
f. VJ Day 80 – August 15 – proposed Skyliners Big Band, Saturday August 16 or 

Sunday, 17.  

7. Planning decisions and updates 
8. To consider planning matters 

a. Land adjacent to Hellas, Twyn Bach, St Nicholas 
Construction of a single residential dwelling on land adjacent to Hellas. 
Reconsultation. 

  



 
2 

9. To consider  
a. Milton Keynes, accessible pedestrian gates at Bonvilston 
b. Telephone box refurbishment 

10. To consider financial matters 
a. Payments received 
b. Bank balance 
c. Payments to Approve 
d. Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972  
e. Potential grants to St Nicholas Church 
f. To approve the Budget for 2025-26 
g. To agree Reserves 
h. To approve the Precept for 2025-26 

11. Community Council Support Officer – Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
a. To confirm contract terms 

12. Next meeting 
Tuesday, March 11, 7pm. 

Part ii – The public and press may be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of sensitive item(s) in accordance with section 100A(4) of the Local 
Government Act, 1972, where necessary, by resolution of the Council.   
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Supporting Documentation 

Chair’s welcome and introduction  
The Chair will confirm quorum.  

St Nicholas with Bonvilston Community Council intends to provide a safe, friendly 
and productive place for friends, neighbours and all residents in our community to 
come together to be constructive, collaborative, to share ideas and problems and 
seek advice, support and/or actions for the benefit of our community and future 
generations. The Community Council has a duty to the health and well-being of all 
residents, including employees and members of the council.  

Please raise your hand when you wish to speak and the Chair will bring you in at the 
appropriate time. Please do not participate in conversations whilst other are 
speaking. Please keep to the topic raised for discussion or consideration.  

Section 48 of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act, 2021, makes 
provision for public participation at full community council meetings or those part of 
meetings which are open to the public. Whilst members of the public cannot 
participate in the debate, they may make representations. To speak, a members of 
the public must raise their hand and the Chair will grant permission when 
appropriate.  

Members of the public may raise matters of concern to them in writing or verbally in 
the Discussion Forum at the meeting of February 11. This section of the meeting 
does not allow for formal decisions to be taken by the council. 
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Planning Applications 

Land adjacent to Hellas, Twyn Bach, St Nicholas –  2025/00090/FUL     
Construction of a single residential dwelling on land adjacent to Hellas.   
Amended plans – Reconsultation. 

 

https://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2025/00090/FUL
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Matters for Consideration 
 
A Milton Keynes, accessible pedestrian gates at Bonvilston 

 
 

Two stiles from the private road at Trem y Fro, on the promoted Bonvilston Circular 
Walk require replacement.  There is agreement for these to be upgraded to 
accessible.  It is proposed to purchase two one-way Milton Keynes pedestrian gates.  
 

 
 
 
 

B Telephone box refurbishment 
See project sheet on webpage. 
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Financial matters 

Payments Received 
£4,500 – grant towards paving around Memorial (Feb 20) 

 

Bank Balance 
Bank balance – £67,894.85 (current account), plus £30,000 (savings) 

Payments to approve 
• PR Accountancy (Gocardless) – Payroll – £20.00 (direct debit) – March 

• Acrobat DC subscription – £19.97 (card) – March 

• Enwau – Clerks email – £10.26 (card) – March  

• Giff Gaff – phone and data – £6 (card) – March  

• Scribe – accountancy package – £58.80 (direct debit) – March 

• LGRC – Locum Clerk, January, 17 hours – £872.73 + VAT = £1,031.41  

• Armstrong Masonry – removal of old paving, restoring original ground level and 
supplying and laying of new paving around Memorial.  Supplying paving for 
picnic bench area and picnic bench assembly and installation.  Engraving of the 
word ‘Peace’ in different languages x11.  Removal of plaques on Memorial and 
repair of step and engraved names and filling of drilled holes – £14.990 + VAT 
= £17,988.00 
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Section 137 – Local Government Act 1972 

 
 

As of January 27, 2025 there are 521 electors in St Nicholas and 392 electors in 
Bonvilston. 

The Community Council in 2025-26 may spend £11.10 per elector on projects for 
which it doesn’t have a specific power and on grants.  This works out at a total of 
£10,134.30 

 

Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 gives Town, Parish & Community 
Councils in England & Wales the ability to spend a limited amount of money for 
purposes for which they have no other specific statutory power. It's essentially a 
"power of last resort" and allows Councils to spend money on projects they believe 
will benefit some or all of their residents. 

The amount of money that can be spent under Section 137 is capped and is usually 
set annually in line with inflation. This means Councils cannot endlessly spend under 
this provision; they have to be judicious about its use. 

The S137 provision has been used to equip Community Payback to undertake work 
within St Nicholas and Bonvilston.  The council has also used it for the Forces 
Fitness Day at the Amelia Trust Farm and to support Value in the Vale and to 
provide Honorariums to local residents.  Previously, a £400 grant was made to 
contribute to the cost of grass cutting at St Mary’s Church and St Nicholas Church. 

The Council must also ensure that the direct benefit to its area or residents is 
commensurate with the expenditure incurred. For example, spending £8,000 of the 
Council’s allowance under Section 137, for the benefit of two people, is unlikely to be 
of equal benefit to the expenditure incurred. Councils must therefore exercise care 
when considering amounts of proposed expenditure under Section 137. 
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Further guidance is on our website Meetings page. 

  



 
11 

Potential grants to St Nicholas Church 
Any grant to St Nicholas Church is subject to legislation.  New legislation that applies 
in England since December 2023 does not apply in Wales. 

One Voice Wales have sent the Community Council advice note LO1-18 which can 
be found on our website Meetings page.  The Community Council is further 
constrained by the Local Government Act 1972, with a strict cap applied for Section 
137 payments and the terms of use. 

It is proposed that prior to any large grant payment to a Church, the Community 
Council carries out a consultation with residents.  There are currently two open 
Churches and a Chapel within the Community Wards of St Nicholas and Bonvilston 
and a closed Chapel.  A further Church is likely to fall within the Community Council 
boundary from May 2027. 
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Budget 
The budget was brought in draft form to the Community Council at its meeting of 
January 28, 2025. 

Members raised the Christmas tree budget.  It is proposed to retain a budget of 
£3,000 and undertake a consultation with residents in spring 2025 on the level of 
expenditure.  This may reduce the amount spent, money transferred to reserves, or 
increase the amount with money drawn from reserves.  

The proposed Budget remains unchanged from the Draft Budget. 

 

 

For guidance, the following information is provided: 

 

The Leicestershire & Rutland Association of Local Councils Limited has provided the 
follow guidance. 
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The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) have produced the following 
figures: 
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Budget Explanations 

Christmas 
Members have indicated that whilst the trees are a very visual project of the 
Community Council and very popular, they wish to reduce the cost. In 2024, there 
were ten Christmas Trees.  Donation might be sought to increase spend on 
Christmas Trees.  It is proposed to carry out a consultation in spring 2025 to 
determine actual spend on Christmas trees for December 2025.  

War Memorials 
The cost of the Memorials to be combined with Remembrance 

Remembrance + D Day 
Increase to £1,000 for Remembrance due to additional wreaths and printing costs.  
£2,000 for celebration of D Day – same as for Coronation. 

Remembrance + Memorials 
This budget includes any cleaning of the three Memorials, wreaths, printing of wreath 
centres, and boards, purchase of street poppies, and employment of musicians. 

Public Health 
Contingency fund for defibrillators, associated consumables (pads, batteries) and 
other items.  

Events 
Coffee mornings cost about £120 for printing of leaflet and provision of drinks.  
Budget has been provided for five coffee mornings. 

Events planned for VE80, Walk and Brass Band (Bonvilston), Walk and Band  
(St Nicolas) VJ80 and Community (family) Day at the Amelia Trust Farm (with pet 
petting and children’s entertainer).  Costs will include hire of toilets, chairs, tables 
and payment of musicians and entertainers. 

It is proposed to purchase £2,500 of carnival games for the events and the official 
opening of St Nicholas CIW Primary School. 

School Opening 
£1,000 has been added for the official opening of the school.  This might provide live 
music or an entertainer. 
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 25-25 
proposal 

22-23 
actual 

24-25 budget 

Civic and Democratic    
Councillor Remuneration 4000 1,970 3,200 
Meeting Costs 800 173.88 600 
Elections 500 0 500 
   4,300 
Administration    
Staffing 12,500 15,765.35 9,500 
Office/Stationary/IT 1500 1,090.32 1,700 
Subscription/memberships 500 303.00 500 
Training 1000 65.00 1,000 
Audit and accountancy 1400 810.00 1,270 
Insurance  500 391.29 500 
   14,470 
Professional/Legal 4000 5,645.43 8,000 
    
Community Services    
Publications / Newsletters 600 0 600 
War Memorials  0 1,000 
Christmas 3000 2,415.79 6,000 
Engagement & Place Plan 6000 0 6,000 
Village Green + Planting 4000 2,627.00 4,500 
Remembrance + D Day 0 377.96 3,000 
Remembrance and Memorials 2000   
Public Health 1500 n/a 1,000 
Financial Assistance 1500 1,800 1,500 
Community Projects 25000 3,800.58 17,000 
Events 11100   
School opening event 1000   
Total 82400  67,770 

 
Note: The budget is not the precept. 
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Reserves 

50 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 requires that billing and precepting authorities 
in England and Wales have regard to the level of reserves needed to meet estimated future 
expenditure when calculating their precept requirement.  Under statute, the Community 
Council must maintain adequate financial reserves of 3 months / 25% of net revenue in order 
to meet the needs of the council.  General reserves can be used as and when required for 
purposes determined and approved by the Council. 

Whilst council commonly hold 12 months (100% of net revenue) in reserve, it is proposed to 
maintain 60-80% of conformed net revenue in reserve.  Proposed grants may increase net 
revenue of the council by £50,000 or more, and this uncertainty needs to be considered. 

It is forecast that the Community Council will have money of approximately £60,000 at 
March 31, 2025.  It is therefore recommended to place all monies at March 31, 2025 into the 
reserves. 

Precept 

It is therefore recommended that a precept of £82,400 is demanded from the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council.  This translates to a levy of £106.32 on a council tax bill. 
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