
 

 

 

January 23, 2025 

Meeting 
Members of the St Nicholas with Bonvilston Community Council are summoned to 
attend a meeting of the council. Those attending may do so remotely (link on our 
website) or by being physically present at the Field Study Centre, Amelia Trust Farm 
on Tuesday 28th January 2024 at 7pm. Members of the public are welcome, and 
encouraged to attend, and will have opportunity to address the council. 

The meeting will be held in accordance with the Local Government and Elections 
(Wales) Act 2021. The Act makes permanent provision for remote meetings  
(multi-location) and electronic publication of documents. The meeting will be 
recorded to ensure the accuracy of the Minutes. 

Cllr Ian Perry - Chair 
 

Agenda 
1. Chair’s welcome and introduction 
2. To accept apologies for absence  
3. To receive declarations of interest  
4. Co-option of Member 
5. To appoint Minor Authority Representative (MAR) Governor to  

St Nicholas CIW Primary School 
6. Vale of Glamorgan Council Matters  

a. School transport 
b. Corporate Complaints Annual Report 2023/24 
c. Car parking charges 

7. To approve Minutes 
a. Meeting of January 14 

8. Review Warm up with a Cuppa  
9. Correspondence from organisations including One Voice Wales 
10. Clerks’ activity report and updates on Community Council projects 

a. Memorial paving and picnic bench 
b. Warm Up with a Cuppa 
c. Forces Fitness – Wednesday, April 23 
d. Training completed and to do 
e. VE80 – Thursday, May 8 
f. Brass and tea on the Green, Bonvilston – Sunday, June 1 
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11. Planning decisions and updates 
12. To consider planning matters 

a. Dyffryn Gardens, Duffryn Lane, St. Nicholas 
Repair and replacement to existing railings and balustrading. Installation of vine 
wires. As outlined in supporting documents 

b. Pant y Ffynnon Quarry / Seth Hill Quarry, Bonvilston 
Reconsult: 2nd Periodic Review following permissions 97/01084/FUL & 
2009/00814/ENV 

13. To consider  
a. Purchase of living bollards – yew beehives for St Nicholas Village Green 
b. Accessible gates at Tyn y Coed Farm 

14. To consider financial matters 
a. Application for £500 grant to run children’s bootcamp from Forces Fitness 
b. Application for grant from Value in the Vale 
c. Payments received 
d. Payments to Approve 
e. Christmas honorariums 
f. Woodies Lodge honorarium 
g. To appoint internal auditor for 2023-24 and 2024-25 
h. Draft budget for 2025-26 

15. Community Council Support Officer recruitment 
a. To consider applications and appoint Community Council Support Officer, 

incorporating the roles of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) 
b. To consider payroll 
c. To consider employees membership of the SLCC and training (ILCA) 

16. Next meeting 
Tuesday, February 11 

Part ii – The public and press may be excluded from the meeting during 
consideration of sensitive item(s) in accordance with section 100A(4) of the Local 
Government Act, 1972, where necessary, by resolution of the Council.   
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Supporting Documentation 

Chair’s welcome and introduction  
The Chair will confirm quorum.  

St Nicholas with Bonvilston Community Council intends to provide a safe, friendly 
and productive place for friends, neighbours and all residents in our community to 
come together to be constructive, collaborative, to share ideas and problems and 
seek advice, support and/or actions for the benefit of our community and future 
generations. The Community Council has a duty to the health and well-being of all 
residents, including employees and members of the council.  

Please raise your hand when you wish to speak and the Chair will bring you in at the 
appropriate time. Please do not participate in conversations whilst other are 
speaking. Please keep to the topic raised for discussion or consideration.  

Section 48 of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act, 2021, makes 
provision for public participation at full community council meetings or those part of 
meetings which are open to the public. Whilst members of the public cannot 
participate in the debate, they may make representations. To speak, a members of 
the public must raise their hand and the Chair will grant permission when 
appropriate.  

Members of the public may raise matters of concern to them in writing or verbally in 
the Discussion Forum at the meeting of February 11. This section of the meeting 
does not allow for formal decisions to be taken by the council. 

 

To appoint a Minor Authority Representative (MAR) Governor 
A Minor Authority Representative (MAR) governor is a school governor appointed by 
a local town or community council, essentially representing the interests of that local 
authority on the school's governing board 

The three core functions of the governing board are: 
• Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction of the school 
• Holding headteachers to account for the educational performance of the school 

and its pupils, and the performance management of staff 
• Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is 

well spent    
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Financial matters 

Payments Received 
Precept 2024/25 December Instalment 22,590.00 

Payments to approve 
• LGRC – Locum Clerk, December 2024, 7 hours – £424.70 

• Plantscape – planter £355.00 + £71.00(VAT) = £426.00 – payment approved 
November 14, 2024, but not minuted. 

• Cowbridge Poppy Appeal – 3x wreaths @ £22.50 (£67.50); 25x lamppost 
poppies @ £3 (£75); 5x lorry poppies @ £10 (£50); 50x alter poppies @ £1 
(£50) = £242.50 

• Amelia Trust Farm – 4 hours hire of sports hall for event, April 23 – £198  

• Damian McKenna (DM2404) – grass cutting and removal of arisings 

Christmas Honorariums 
The Community Council offers an honorarium to residents who provide power for our 
Christmas trees. 

The Christmas Trees of the Community Council were fed to goats living locally.  

Woody’s Lodge Honorarium 
Woody’s Lodge provided some of the small crotched poppies used by the council at 
Remembrance. 

In 2012, Royal Marine and member of the Elite Special Boat Service, Paul “Woody” 
Woodland lost his life in a training exercise, before he was due to return for a second 
tour of duty in Afghanistan. Woody was born, bred and schooled in Penarth, South 
Wales, and had always wanted to be a Royal Marine. Once he completed his Armed 
Forces career, his dream had been to build a log cabin where he would be able to 
live with his family, peacefully and in safety. 

Woody’s Lodge is a social hub, which guides veterans to the help & support they 
need to re-engage with their families and communities. Our vision is to create an 
inviting meeting space for those who have served within the Armed Forces and 
Emergency Services, where they can receive expert support & advice as well as the 
chance to connect with new and old friends & family. 

In 2018, the charity moved into a log cabin at the Amelia Trust Farm. 

The vision of Woody’s Lodge, is to provide an inviting meeting space for veterans of 
the Armed Forces, Emergency Services and Reservists to re-engage with life, their 
families and their communities.  
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Draft budget 
The budget and precept will be brought to the council in February, along with details 
of the reserves the council has. 

 

The Leicestershire & Rutland Association of Local Councils Limited has provided the 
follow guidance. 
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The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) have produced the following 
figures: 
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Draft Budget Explanations 

Christmas 
Members have indicated that whilst the trees are a very visual project of the 
Community Council and very popular, they wish to reduce the cost. In 2024, there 
were ten Christmas Trees.  In St Nicholas, the Village Green, Cae Newydd, Duffryn 
Lane, and Trehill.  In Bonvilston, Cottrell Gardens, Maes y Ffynnon, Red Lion, 
Redway Road, and Aubrey Arms.  The proposal is to add the bus stop at  
St Nicholas, and Baffle Haus with thought given to Sycamore Cross and a second 
tree at Car Newydd.  The cost of trees to be halved through sponsorship.  

War Memorials 
The cost of the Memorials to be combined with Remembrance 

Remembrance + D Day 
Increase to £1,000 for Remembrance due to additional wreaths and printing costs.  
£2,000 for celebration of D Day – same as for Coronation. 

Remembrance + Memorials 
This budget includes any cleaning of the three Memorials, wreaths, printing of wreath 
centres, and boards, purchase of street poppies, and employment of musicians. 

Public Health 
Contingency fund for defibrillators, associated consumables (pads, batteries) and 
other items.  

Events 
Coffee mornings cost about £120 for printing of leaflet and provision of drinks.  
Budget has been provided for five coffee mornings. 

Events planned for VE80, Walk and Brass Band (Bonvilston), Walk and Band  
(St Nicolas) VJ80 and Community (family) Day at the Amelia Trust Farm (with pet 
petting and children’s entertainer).  Costs will include hire of toilets, chairs, tables 
and payment of musicians and entertainers. 

It is proposed to purchase £2,500 of carnival games for the events and the official 
opening of St Nicholas CIW Primary School. 

School Opening 
£1,000 has been added for the official opening of the school.  This might provide live 
music or an entertainer. 
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 Draft 
proposal 

22-23 
actual 

23-24 
budget 

23-24 
forecast 

Reserve 24-25 budget 

Civic and Democratic       
Councillor Remuneration 4000 1,970 3,434 3,400  3,200 
Meeting Costs 800 173.88 600 135.10  600 
Elections 500 0 500 0 500 500 
      4,300 
Administration       
Staffing 12,500 15,765.35 9,000 8,000  9,500 
Office/Stationary/IT 1500 1,090.32 1,000 600  1,700 
Subscription/memberships 500 303.00 500 470  500 
Training 1000 65.00 1,500 550  1,000 
Audit and accountancy 1400 810.00 1,200 450  1,270 
Insurance  500 391.29 500 413.70  500 
      14,470 
Professional/Legal 4000 5,645.43 8,000 1,700  8,000 
       
Community Services       
Publications / Newsletters 600 0 600 500  600 
War Memorials  0 350 0 350 1,000 
Christmas 3000 2,415.79 3,000 7,000  6,000 
Engagement & Place Plan 6000 0 6,000 5,200  6,000 
Village Green + Planting 4000 2,627.00 2,300 4,200  4,500 
Remembrance + D Day 0 377.96 500 1,000  3,000 
Remembrance and Memorials 2000      
Public Health 1500 n/a 0 n/a  1,000 
Financial Assistance 1500 1,800 1,000 0  1,500 
Community Projects 25000 3,800.58 12,500 17,000  17,000 
Events 11100      
School opening event 1000      
Total 82400     67,770 

 
Note: The budget is not the precept. 
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Planning Updates & Decisions 

Parc Worlton – Solar Park. 
Approved – Inspectors report and decision letter on our website 

 

  Link to Planning Documents 

https://www.parcworlton.com/planning-documents
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2, Dyffryn Close, St Nicholas – Installation of roof mounted solar panels  
Withdrawn 

4, Dyffryn Close, St Nicholas – Installation of roof mounted solar panels 
Withdrawn 

10, Dyffryn Close, St Nicholas – Installation of roof mounted solar panels 
Withdrawn 

12, Dyffryn Close, St Nicholas – Installation of roof mounted solar panels 
Withdrawn 

13, Dyffryn Close, St Nicholas – Installation of roof mounted solar panels 
Withdrawn 
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Planning Applications 

Dyffryn Gardens, Duffryn Lane, St. Nicholas – 2025/00002/LBC  
Repair and replacement to existing railings and balustrading. Installation of vine 
wires. As outlined in supporting documents. 

 

     
 

 

https://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2025/00002/LBC
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Pantyffynnon Quarry / Seth Hill Quarry, Bonvilston – 2024/00246/ENV 
2nd Periodic Review following permissions 97/01084/FUL & 2009/00814/ENV  

Reconsultation on Revises Environmental Statement (non technical). Report on 
Community Council website. 

 

 
  

https://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/Planning/Display/2024/00246/ENV
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Matters for Consideration 
 
Living Bollards: Topiary yew beehives 
The council has previously ageed to replace the rotton bollards to the front of the 
Memorial on St Nicholas Village Green with topiary yew.  Initially yew balls were 
proposed, but behives are easier to maintain – however the prices condidered in 
2024 were considerably more expensive.  Further quotes have been obtained and 
are in the price range the council said was acceptable. 

Examples of yew beehives: 

 
 

 

Accessible gates at Tyn y Coed Farm 
Members requested this be brought back to the council for a decision having 
previously considered the proposal on January 14.  One accessible gate would 
replace two difficult stiles.  Elsewhere, they would be situated next to field gats that 
can be difficult to open (particularly the double gates) and one would be on the 
correct alignment of the path, the previous gate long lost. 

There is a gap to the rear of Field Cottage that may also require a gate in future 
(black dot on map). 
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