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Supplementary  Information , Environment Wales Act : 

Landscape  

 

The following information has been gathered on our local environment.  Many 

living here will be unaware that we have a Site of Special Scientific interests at the 

south of Bonvilston.  This information will be useful in informing and engaging with 

residents and encouraging participation in discovering more about our local 

ecosystems. 

 

Farmland and hedgerows  

Hedgerows not only act as a boundary but also provide an important food 

resource, habitat and movement corridors for wildlife.  Farmland in the Vale of 

Glamorgan is generally considered to be of a high grade ï although this is not the 

case when a land surveyor is employed by a developer. 

 

Agricultural Land Classifications  
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Woodland  

Woodland provide habitats for a wide range of priority species. 

Ancient Woodland Inventory 2011 - AWI 

 

 

Ancient semi-natural woods which are woods that have developed naturally. Most 

have been used by humans ï often managed for timber and other industries over 

the centuries ï but they have had woodland cover for over 400 years. 

Plantations on ancient woodland sites which are ancient woods that have been 

felled and replanted with non-native species. Typically, these are conifers, but it 

can also include broadleaved planting such as non-native beech, red oak, and 

sweet chestnut. Although damaged, they all still have the complex soil of ancient 

woodland, and all are considered to contain remnants of the woodland specialist 

species which occurred before. 
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Better Woodlands for Wales Case Boundaries  

The Better Woodlands for Wales (BWW) grant scheme ran from 2006 until the 

introduction of the Glastir Woodland Creation Grant scheme in 2010/11. BWW 

provided aid to land managers to achieve forest policy objectives, including the 

creation of new woodlands, and management of existing woodlands to secure a 

range of beneficial environmental and social amenity outcomes. 

 

 

NRW Forest Ownership  
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Glastir Woodland Creation - Sensitivity Layer - Priority Habitats  

NRW woodland and grassland ecologists used the Habitat Survey of Wales Phase 

1 digital data; Lowland Grassland Survey of Wales Phase 2 digital data; Lowland 

Peatland Survey of Wales Phase 2 Features data; Calaminarian Grassland Annex 

1 habitat map; Glastir Grassland Fungi data; and Chough woodland areas to 

identify areas of sensitivity to woodland creation. These datasets include land-

cover types such as acid grassland, blanket bog, or purple moor grass and rush 

pastures. 
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National Forests Inventory 2016   

This spatial dataset shows the extent of all woodland of 0.5 ha and over by 

interpreted forest type and includes interpreted open areas within woodland. The 

secondary objective is to compare the National Forest Inventory (NFI) woodland 

map with the original NIWT woodland map to identify; real woodland gains, real 

woodland losses and discrepancies caused by digitising / mapping anomalies. 

 

 

 

  


